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DRAFTER’S NOTE 227dn
FROM THE
LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU

I think the treatment of s. 341.61 (4) is unnecessary. Because DOT does not rely on
the color stated in an application, there cannot be “fraud”. Because there is no
requirement that color stated in an application for registration be accurate, I don’t
think there can be an “unlawful” statement of color within the meaning of s. 341.61 (4).

Paul E. Nilsenl .
Legislative Attorney
Phone; (608) 261-6926
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A ”ebruary 25,F 1999 Introduced by Representatwes HUBER, STONE, ZIEGELBAUER,
BOCK, SPILLNER, "KREUSER:-LIRBAN, La FAVE SERATTE, TRAVIS, PLOUFF, J. LEHMAN,

HUELSMAN, DECKER, ROESSLER, PLACHE and BAUMGART-Referred to Committee f
on Transportation. T J

(2) (cm) of the statutes; relating to: vehicle color and motor vehicle registration

and providing a penalty.

N

"“~__Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau T o

Under curren an applicant for registration of a motc:;]}rgﬁffe must provide
a description of the ve]::EIb,\ikclE%ding the vehicle’s make, p el and identification
number. Current law requires the department of transportation (DOT) to compile
a list of new automobiles and motor ti i egistered for the first time after
purchase from a motor vehicle dealer.
This bill requires the apphcanj;ﬁr reglstra i
a motorcycle or a vehicle havinga gross weight of more 8,000 pounds, toinclude |}
the vehicle’s color in the appﬁcatlon The bill requires DO i clude a place on the \

of a motor vehicle, other than

registration application form for the applicant to identify the velitelg’s current color,
{  if the color has chrnged since the vehicle was last registered. The b S0 reqmres {
that the vehiéle color be included in the compiled registration list of new
/F/r further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which
_./prmted as an appendix to this bill.

N - e e

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assemnbly, do
enact as follows:
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ASSEMBLY BILL 141 SECTION'1

SECTION 1. 341.08 (2) (c) of the statutes is amended to read:

341.08 (2) (c¢) A description of the vehicle, including make, model, color,

identification number and any other information which the department may
reasonably require for proper identification of the vehicle. An application for a

motorcycle or for a vehicle registered at a gross weight of more than 8,000 pounds is

not required to include the vehicle color in the description of the vehicle.

SECTION 2. 341.08 (2) (cm) of the statutes is created to read:

341.08 (2) (cm) A place for the apblicant to indicate whether the color of the
vehicle being regif_stered has changed from the color specified on the certificate of
;egistration and, if so, the new color. /5 '

SECTION 3. 341.11 (1) of the sta{:utes is amended to read:

341.11 (1) Except as provided in sub. (2) the department upon registering a

vehicle shall issue and deliver to the owner a certificate of registration. The"

certificate shall contain the name, residence and address of the owner;; a brief
description of the vehicle, including its color; the registration number assigned; and
the date of expiration of registration. The certificate shall be in such form and may
contain such additional information as the department deems advisable. A

certificate for a motorcycle or for a vehicle registered at a gross weight of more than

8.000 pounds is not required to include the vehicle color in the description of the

vehicle.

e SECTION 4, 341.17 (2) of the statutes is amended to read:

341. 17 (2) ‘Ths ¢ department shall compile a list by countles mmut@

Rt
—

and motor truck registrations. Reglstrat"'mfag‘hther new vehlcles may be mclmiledf
e N
if deemed necessary by the department. Such hsts\haith compﬂed at such

\ 1nterval§ durmg the month as is deemed necessary by the depa.rtment but.the finai
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ASSEMBLY BILL 141 SECTION 4
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1st com each month shall include the listing of the last day of the month. Such
st shall contain only vehicles being registered for the first tim
dealer. Such list shall contain the mQ_nd address of
~ e
and identification number of the Ve};w m icle, i

s not a motorcycle or is not @gfs“ tered at a gross weight of mo
the dealer licens rf// ber if such dealer is registered in this state;; and €

1

j
f

i

sale. e — ’ —

5N B, Initial applicability.

(1) This act first applies to applications for registration of vehicles submitted
to the department of transportation on the effective date of this subsection.

SEecTION 6. Effective date.

(1) This act takes effect (on the first day of the 4th month beginning after
publication or on ﬁa%x%ﬁ 2000 whichever is later.

(END)
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At tﬁﬁéﬁ"ﬁf&ﬁﬁndica’ggd, amend the bill as follows: T
/1. Page 2,line 21: delete the materia infiing with thatline and‘ending with
» _’_,,,JM
ge 3, line 7. _M,,f""’/‘

e
o

’ﬁge 3, line 8: before that line insert:
@)ECTION 4%1 349.02 (2) (c)Jof the statutes is created to read:

349.02 (2) (c) Notwithstanding par. (a)\,/a law enforcement officer may not stop
a vehicle solely because the vehicle’s color differs from the color stated in the
application for registration of that vehicle. This parag‘r"/aph does not limit the
authority of a law enforcement officer to issue a citation for iinproper registration of
a vehicle whose color differs from the color stated in the application for registration

of the vehicle, if the difference is observed in the course of a stop or inspection made

for other purposes.?

(@u( Tné(;ﬁ)
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D 'S NOTE
FROM\THE
LW REF UREAU

— April 16,1999

J
5. 3410t [’Q(J

6« Please check g proposegc}gecondary enforcement languagaclosely./k is very broadg}‘

in that it prohibits stopping a vehicle for color differences, regardless of the suspected
registration—related offense. I'm not sure what offense, if any, would be suspected of
a vehicle whose color differed from the color stated in the application for registration.
A traffic officer seeing such a vehicle could suppose that a violation of s. 341.04‘/
(improper registration) was committed, although the wording of that secti(\),n does not
seem to fit these facts well, or more likely, that a violation of s. 341.61 (2) (improper
display of a registration plate) or 341.61 (4)" (improperly obtained plate) was
committed. Please check the proposed language closely to ensure that it meets your
intent.

Paul E. Nilsen
Legislative Attorney
Phone: (608) 261-6926
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April 29, 1999

Representative Brandemuehl:

This substitute amendment makes explicit that a vehicle registrant is not required
to notify DOT that the vehicle’s color has been changed. The registrant will, however,
be required to provide the correct color in the next application for registration renewal.
See proposed s. 341. 335 (1m). That language makes it unnecessary to state that it is
not a violation of law to fail to notify DOT of such a color change. I cannot identify any
language in the statutes that would be violated by such a failure to notify or by
changing a vehicle’s color after registering the vehicle. Please let me know if you are

concerned about specific language.

Please check proposed s. 849.02 (2) (c) (sccondary enforcement language) closely.
That language is very broad in that it prohibits stopping a vehicle for color differences,
regardless of the suspected registration—related offense. I'm not sure what offense, if
any, would be suspected of a vehicle whose color differed from the color stated in the
application for registration. A traffic officer seeing such a vehicle could suppose that
a violation of s. 341.04 (improper registration) was committed, although the wording
of that section does not seem to fit these facts well, or more likely, that a violation of
s. 341.61 (2) (improper display of a registration plate) or 341.61 (4) (improperly
obtained plate) was committed. Please check the proposed language closely to ensure
that it meets your intent.

Paul E. Nilsen
Legislative Attorney
Phone: (608) 261-6926



